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Leading the Way to 
Literacy Success
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The History of Open Court Reading 
SRA Open Court Reading is a reading and language arts curriculum built upon decades of research, 
field testing, and time-tested instructional models. This program gives you the resources, the 
strategies, and the support to help you make the difference in your classroom. The explicit, systematic, 
researched–based instruction supports all learners as they learn to read. The excellent resources 
support best teaching practices to build a foundation for lifelong learning. 

Research–Fueled Growth

Research continues to be an integral part of Open Court Reading. This proven, research-based 
program has worked for thousands of classrooms because SRA Open Court Reading has never 
wavered from its commitment to incorporating research and teacher input.

The authors, who are educators and researchers, have updated the program to include the latest 
research findings about the most effective ways to teach children to read and write. SRA Open Court 
Reading is founded upon a commitment to research balanced with teacher input. Key instructional 
areas build across grade levels to ensure students become confident and effective readers by the end 
of grade 3.

Initial research in early reading reveals early, explicit phonics instruction is crucial for early 
proficiency. This critical information moved Open Court Reading authors to make phonics a 
cornerstone of the program with Sound/Spelling Cards, explicit instruction, and scaffolded 
blending. Additionally, Open Court Reading authors developed Decodable Books to help children 
apply and reinforce encoding and decoding skills. Later research in vocabulary and comprehension 
introduced the need for advanced reading selections to support vocabulary development and critical 
comprehension.

Teach with the knowledge of 50+ years in the classroom

SRA Open Court Reading has over fifty years of feedback from classroom use. The information from 
classroom teachers who use Open Court Reading daily is woven into the program’s instruction. Their 
experience, paired with facts from reading research, adds an unparalleled value to the program.

Implement your reading program with confidence

Comprehensive reports from the National Reading Panel and the National Institute of Child Health 
and Human Development (NICHD) support the strategies and instructional models found in Open 
Court Reading.

Today, Open Court Reading continues to evolve, responding to new technology, valuable teacher 
feedback, and relevant research findings. 
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Level COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM

A-B Letter
Recognition

Print/Book
Awareness

Phonological
and Phonetic

Awareness

Phonics and 
Fluency

Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Writing and 
Mechanics

C-D Letter / Book /
Print Awareness

Phonetic 
Awareness

Phonics and 
Fluency

Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Language Arts and Writing

2 Phonics / 
Word Analysis

Fluency
Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Inquiry
Language Arts, Writing, Spelling, 

and Grammar

3 Phonics / 
Word Analysis

Fluency
Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Inquiry
Language Arts, Writing, Spelling, 

and Grammar

Purposeful Teaching That Ensures Learning

INST RUC T IONAL EMPHASIS

• Systematic and explicit instruction helps build students'
abilities through a logical progression of skills.

• Spiral curriculum helps teachers introduce new skills while
reinforcing previously taught skills.

• Core concepts and skills are reinforced at every level to
provide scaffolding for students in all areas.

LITERACY

WRITING

COMPREHENSION
Strategies and Skills

LITERATURE
Fiction and Nonfiction

BUILDING BLOCKS

Blending Spelling/Dictation
Fluency/
Decoding

Letter/Sound 
Relationship

FOUNDATION
Phonetics Aawreness Rhyming Oral Blending



2

Unit Themes That Students Can’t Resist 

UNIT THEME CHART
Level Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4 Unit 5 Unit 6

A
What’s the 

Weather?

Pushes and Pulls Home, Sweet 

Home

Our Country, Our 

Cultures

Ready to Grow

B
Animals Homes Rules We Follow Great Citizens Color Our World Stripes, Spots, 

and Dots 

C
Back to School Be My Friend Science Cycles Light and Sound Around Our Town

D
Around Our 

World

Roots, Seeds, 

Leaves

Animals from 

Head to Toe

Art for All Art in Motion

2
Teamwork Earth in Action My Country at 

Work

Plants and 

Animals

Citizenship Story Time

3
Respect Extreme Weather A Changing 

Nation

Animals and Their 

Habitats

Government at 

Work

Art on the Move

Open Court Reading contains a diverse collection of 
fiction and nonfiction reading selections, including 
novels, essays, poems, songs, and articles. It's a collection 
designed to challenge students and inspire them to become 
independent, self-directed readers. 

Each unit is built around a theme student’s use as a 
foundation for building new ideas and ways of thinking. The 
focus of the theme varies across units to include cross-
curricular topics as well as social topics students can relate 
to. Lesson theme can be viewed in the Scope & Sequence.

THEME S
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COMPONENTS

Level A-D
PR IN T

ONL INE  TEAC HER ’ S  RE SO URCE S
• Intervention Teacher’s Guide

• English Learning Teacher’s Guide

Level 2-3
PR IN T

ONL INE  TEAC HER ’ S  RE SO URCE S

• Classroom Powerpoint

• Worksheet (pdf)

• Placement Test (pdf)

• Syllabus (pdf)

• Student Book with Audio CD • Skills Practice

• Teacher’s Edition (pdf)

• Online Resources can be download at mhe.com.sg/open-court-reading/comprehensive-curriculum

• Lesson and Unit Assessment (pdf)

• Student Anthology • Core Decodables • Language Arts
Handbook

• Teacher’s Edition • Skills Practice BLM with
Answer Key

• Lesson and Unit
Assessment BLM

• Benchmark Assessment
BLM
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SAMPLE PAGE S

Unit Opener introduces theUnit Theme and the Big Idea that students will investigateover the course of the unit.

LE VEL  A - D

Unit Opener

Lesson Opener

Lesson Opener introduces

the lesson theme and the 

Essential Question. The images

and the Picture Walk questions

will help students activate their

background knowledge about 

the theme.

LE VEL  A - D
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Foundational Skills 

focuses on phonological and 

phonemic awareness, phonics, 

decoding, blending, and 

building fluency.

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  A  &  B

Foundational Skills

LE VEL  C  &  D
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Words to Learn teaches the high-frequency wordsand key vocabulary words students need to know inorder to read and understand the selection.
The Decodable in Skills Practice helps studentsidentify words and build fluency.

Questions enable students to extend the wordknowledge by asking and answering questions.

LE VEL  A  &  B

Words to Learn

SAMPLE PAGE S
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Content Words teach the

key vocabulary words that 

students need to know to read

and understand the selection. 

The example sentences help 

students understand the 

meaning of the words.

Pair and Share questions

enable students to extend the

word knowledge by asking and

answering questions.

Support Words teach additional vocabulary wordsstudents need to know toread and understand the selection. They are presented in dialogues to provide specificcontext of how the words areused in oral sentences.

LE VEL  C  &  D

Content Words

Support Words

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  C  &  D
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The Selection Reading Text

addresses genre, background information,

comprehension, and questions for inquiry.

Though the engaging themes, students 

learn about universal truths such as 

kindness and friendship as well as about

cross-curricular subject areas such as life

science and the world around them.

LE VEL  A  &  B

Selection Reading Text

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  C  &  D
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Reading and Responding addresses comprehension, vocabulary, speaking skills, listening skills, reading skills, and reading strategies to access complex text.

LE VEL  A  &  B

Reading & Responding

Reading and Responding 

addresses comprehension, 

vocabulary, discussion, and 

making connections between the 

selection and students’ real life.

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  C  &  D
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Reading Skills and Strategies presents the skills and strategies needed to access complex text.Skills and strategies involved are the following:•	 Cause and Effect
•	 Classify and Categorize
•	 Compare and Contrast
•	 Main Idea and Details
•	 Making Inferences
•	 Sequence
•	 Summarizing
•	 Clarifying
•	 Predicting and Confirming•	 Making Connections

•	 Asking and Answering Questions•	 Visualizing

Reading Skills and Strategies

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  C  &  D
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Writer’s Craft contains instructs in the writing processincluding grammar, usage andmechanics, and sentencingcrafting.

Writer’s Craft contains the writing process of different genres and elements instory crafting. 

It first instructs students with models ofgood writing, guiding their practice, and then allowing them to apply the skills theyhave learned to their own writing.

LE VEL  A  &  B

Writer’s Craft

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  C  &  D
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Through the Selection Reading Text and engaging themes, studentslearn about universal truths such askindness and friendship as well as about cross-curricular subject areassuch as life science and government.Genres vary among grade levels but include informational articles, songs,plays, persuasive essays, poems, andso on. 

Respond have students read

each selection twice—once 

to practice comprehension 

strategies, and the second to

understand not only the kinds

of techniques writers use but 

also how to access complex 

text by searching for specific

types of information. Before,

during, and after both reads 

of the selection, vocabulary 

development and application is

stressed.

Selection Reading Text

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  2  &  3

Respond Comprehension

LE VEL  2  &  3
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Apply Vocabulary gets students to

understand what a selection is about 

involves not only the reading process, but

also the process of expanding students’ 

vocabulary so that they comprehend 

both simple stories and more complex

informational selections.

In this program, students have multiple

opportunities to develop, practice, apply,

extend, and review the words.

Connect provides students the chance to connect what they have readto a short, cross-curricular selection.This allows students to have multiple opportunities with different text featuresand with social studies and sciencecontent. 

Apply Vocabulary

SAMPLE PAGE S

LE VEL  2  &  3

Connect

LE VEL  2  &  3
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S COPE AND SE QUENCE

Level A
Unit 1, Lesson 1-3
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Level C
Unit 1, Lesson 1-3

SCOPE AND SE QUENCE
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Level 2
Unit 1, Lesson 1-3

SCOPE AND SE QUENCE
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Level 3
Unit 1, Lesson 1-3

SCOPE AND SE QUENCE
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