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Agenda

STRATEGIES FOR 
SHIFTING AN 
EXPERIENTIAL 
ROTATION TO 

ONLINE FORMAT

ONLINE/VIRTUAL 
ACTIVITIES AND 

RESOURCES THAT 
CAN BE UTILIZED TO 
EMPHASIZE PATIENT 

CARE 
COMPETENCIES

CREATING UNIQUE 
LEARNING 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
STUDENTS WHILE 
WORKING IN A 

VIRTUAL SETTING

OVERCOMING 
CHALLENGES 

ASSOCIATED WITH 
REMOTE PRECEPTING 

OF STUDENTS 



Experiential Education

◦ Introductory Pharmacy Practice Experiences (IPPEs)
◦ Community and Hospital settings

◦ Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experiences (APPEs)
◦ Seven rotations
◦ Six weeks in duration
◦ Four required experiences

◦ Ambulatory patient care
◦ Community pharmacy
◦ Hospital/health system pharmacy
◦ Inpatient general medicine

◦ Three elective experiences



Ambulatory Care Rotation

◦ Outpatient primary care provider office
◦ 1 physician, 1 nurse practitioner

◦ Comprehensive medication management
◦ Multidisciplinary

◦ Student experience:
◦ 4-5 patients per day
◦ Patient work-up (EMR)
◦ Patient interviews
◦ Developing therapeutic care plans
◦ Interactions with prescribers
◦ Assignments/projects – topic discussions, drug information questions, journal club 

presentations, disease state presentations, etc.





The problem 

◦ Transition to online learning in 
mid-March 2020

◦ Clinical settings stop allowing 
students on-site

◦ March – May 2020: 
◦ Affected graduating students (class 

of 2020)

◦ May 2020 – current:
◦ Affecting fourth-year students

https://www.furman.edu/covid-19/

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/918137?src=sapfe



Ambulatory Care – Gone Virtual



Ambulatory Care - Gone Virtual

Topic 
discussions

Disease state 
presentations 



Disease State Presentations

◦ Each week = 1 disease state/topic

◦ Students work as a team to develop and present presentation

◦ Each presentation covers:
◦ Pathophysiology
◦ Risk factors
◦ Diagnosis/clinical presentation
◦ Treatment – pharmacological and non-pharmacological

◦ Including evidence-based/treatment guideline recommendations
◦ Treatment goals/monitoring
◦ Complications



Resources

◦ Pharmacotherapy: A Pathophysiologic Approach (DiPiro)

◦ Quick Answers: Pharmacy 

◦ Other
◦ Treatment guidelines
◦ UpToDate
◦ Etc.



AccessPharmacy – Books 



AccessPharmacy – Books 



Ambulatory Care - Gone Virtual

Patient work-ups, 
interviews, care plans

Patient case 
discussions



AccessPharmacy - Patient Cases







APhA Library – Patient Cases





Patient Case Discussions

◦ Role playing exercises
◦ Patient interviews

◦ Initial patient interview: 
https://accesspharmacy.mhmedical.com/multimedia.aspx#42358

◦ Medication reconciliation - Vanderbilt University (YouTube): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8az0PV3WXZk

◦ Provider interactions
◦ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fsazEArBy2g

◦ Emphasizing “Situation, Background, Assessment, Recommendation 
(SBAR)” communication technique



AccessPharmacy - Videos



Other Activities

NAPLEX 
review

Clinical 
debates

Journal club 
presentations

Drug 
information 
questions



NAPLEX Review Questions



NAPLEX Review Questions



Zoom Polling



Polling

◦ Kahoot! (www.kahoot.com) 

◦ Socrative (www.socrative.com) 

◦ Poll Everywhere (www.polleverywhere.com) 



Clinical Debates

◦ Two students present two sides of a clinically controversial topic

◦ Topic 1: Aspirin for primary prevention of cardiovascular disease

◦ Topic 2: Statin use in elderly patients

◦ Topic 3: Benefits/harms of ACE-inhibitors and ARBs in COVID-19



Clinical Debates



Other

◦ Journal Club Presentations
◦ Each student presents 2 journal club presentations during six-week rotation
◦ Criteria:

◦ Randomized controlled trial
◦ Ambulatory care-related topic
◦ Published within the last 18 months

◦ Drug Information Questions
◦ Follow-up questions from various discussions
◦ Written response (with appropriate references) within 48 hours













Housing Rotation Materials

◦ Google Classroom (classroom.google.com) 

◦ Basecamp (www.basecamp.com)







Student Feedback
◦ “I like the idea of virtual meeting as there are so many things going on with 

COVID-19 crisis”

◦ “Doing SOAP notes and medication reconciliations, I have similar experiences as 
actual interactions with patients.”

◦ “With the NAPLEX review questions, I am able to test myself and preparing myself 
for the actual NAPLEX exam next year”

◦ “I have really liked how I can think of patient cases and our topic discussions in a 
more clinical way, which is completely different than school.”

◦ “Interpreting guidelines and researching follow-up questions gets me to practice 
with the resources that are available.”

◦ “I am glad to work with 2 brilliant colleagues in our team, we always share if we 
have any concerns about anything to each other and help each other to solve 
queries.”



Preceptor Perspective

◦ Cons/Weaknesses
◦ Difficult to assess professionalism
◦ Loss of face-to-face interaction
◦ Thinking outside the box

◦ Pros/Opportunities
◦ Flexibility
◦ Thinking outside the box




